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Laval reaps $44 million windfall from Quebec for
future central library

City still has to come up with the balance for the $180 million project

MARTIN C. BARRY
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter for The Laval News
marty@newsfirst.ca

The City of Laval was gifted on Friday last
week with a windfall of funding for its $180
million central library and cultural centre
project, scheduled to be completed in 2027 in
the downtown Montmorency district.

Quebec Culture and Communications
Minister Mathieu Lacombe’s announcement
of $44 million from the CAQ government was
greeted enthusiastically by Mayor Stéphane
Boyer along with councillors from his team,
with three Laval-area CAQ National Assembly
members and one of Laval’s two Liberal MNAs
also giving thumbs up.

Underfunding corrected

That said, the Legault government seemed to
agree with the mayor’s frequent assertion that
Laval had previously been underserved by the
provincial government in funding ($59 per local
resident on average, compared to $87 elsewhere
in Quebec) for the city’s cultural needs.

However, the city may have to get down and
do some creative thinking in order to come up
with the $136 million balance that will still be
owing on the project, although they’ll have at
least the next three years to pull some strings.

In the education district

“I would like to thank the government of
Quebec for the financial aid announced today,
which will enable the construction of cultural
infrastructure for Laval,” Mayor Boyer told
officials and reps from local cultural organiz-
ations at the Maison des Arts de Laval in the
heart of the city’s higher-education district.
(Both the Université de Montréal and College
Montmorency have nearby campuses.)

“This commitment is clearly a clear sign of
endorsement for this project which is crucial
for a large city like Laval,” said Boyer.

“Unique for this kind of project, this pole of
discovery and experience has long been awaited
by the Laval cultural and artistic community,
and will serve to enhance the experience of
being downtown, while also benefiting all of the
population. Our teams are already at work to
turn this into a signature project for the centre
of our city”

Arts and economic synergy

“Access to culture is an important priority for
our government and I believe that today we are
proving this beyond a doubt,” said Lacombe.
“Thanks to this investment, culture in Laval will
be undergoing a transformation. The existence
of this infrastructure in the heart of downtown
Laval will give rise to a synergy in the arts and
the economy that will prove to be beneficial for
the greater agglomeration.”

“As a Laval resident, I feel especially proud to
be participating in this phase of very important
cultural development of my city,” said Sainte-
Rose CAQ MNA Christopher Skeete, the
delegated Minister for the Economy as well
as Minister for the Laval Region. “This major
project announced today will push our region
forward so that it stands out even more”

‘Audacious and distinctive’

While the city has yet to release any substantial
preliminary information on what the build-
ing could look like, a press release issued last
Friday by the city referred to the building being
designed with “audacious and distinctive archi-
tecture” in line with the cultural development
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Mayor Stéphane Boyer (centre) is
seen here with Quebec Culture and
Communications Minister Mathieu
Lacombe (immediately left), Sainte-Rose
CAQ MNA Christopher Skeete (immedi-
ate right) and other Laval MNAs during
the $44 million funding announcement
at the Maison des Arts de Laval last week.
(Photo: Martin C. Barry, Laval News)

>
i »

of Laval as a theme.

“It will allow the cultural experience of Laval
by creators as well as the public to be reinforced,
just as it will be part of the dynamics and effer-
vescence of the Montmorency pole, but also of
all the centre city”

Boyer claimed that combining a library and
a cultural centre into a single building with
overlapping multimedia functions would be a
first-of-its-kind in Canada, while adding that it
would also help to substantially expand the city’s
network of public library branches.

Green space with library

Last summer, Laval city council’s two oppos-
ition parties, the Parti Laval and Action Laval,
came together to say they agreed that the site
chosen by the city, on Jacques Tétreault St. a
short distance from the Montmorency Metro,
should also serve for the creation of a new park,
because green space downtown is seriously
lacking.

In a short interview last Friday, Mayor Boyer
confirmed to The Laval News that the city is
taking the park recommendation under serious
consideration and that some green space will
be set aside on the central library grounds for
a public park.

According to the city, applications from archi-
tects and developers bidding on the project got
underway in September 2023, from which three
were chosen based on a point rating system.
Subsequently, an invitation to submit design
proposals was made just before the end of last
year, although that process has not yet been
completed.
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Editorial

Canada’s marketing boards a barrier
to affordable food

Governments can easily address high food prices by phasing out

marketing boards

Rising food prices have taken centre stage
in Canada, and at the core of this issue are
the marketing boards, which hold considerable
sway over our ability to buy affordable groceries.

While governments have acknowledged the
importance of ensuring Canadian families
have access to affordable food for their well-be-
ing, their approach to addressing the issue is
misdirected.

Rather than addressing the root causes of
rising prices, the Trudeau government’s strat-
egy is simply to blame supermarket chains and
demand that they lower prices, backing their
demand with the threat of increased taxes.

While large grocery retailers do have some
control over pricing, their influence is not
absolute. Competition abounds among the
supermarket giants, smaller food vendors,
and fast-food suppliers, all vying for consumer
loyalty. This competition acts as a natural check
on price hikes.

However, there’s a critical aspect that grocery
retailers cannot govern — the costs of essential
inputs needed to keep their businesses running.
Labour shortages are driving up staff wages,
energy prices impact fuel costs for delivery
trucks and other logistics, and most significantly,
the supply of food itself has become scarcer and
more costly due to external factors such as wars

and unpredictable weather events.

In light of these uncontrollable cost pressures,
the government’s tactic of threatening retailers
with taxes, if they fail to reduce prices, is akin
to attempting to quell a boiling pot without
adjusting the heat.

One food industry segment that holds
considerable monopoly power, resulting in
prices significantly higher than market rates, is
marketing boards. These boards allow produ-
cers to restrict supply, set prices above global
market rates, and inhibit competition from more
efficient suppliers.

Dairy, eggs, and poultry, staple components
of the Canadian diet, fall under the purview of
these marketing boards. The escalating prices
for these essential items, like milk, place a strain
on Canadian households, particularly young
families.

We’ve long endured overpayment for these
basic foodstuffs, even earning the moniker’
cheese heads’ when we cross the U.S. border in
search of more reasonably priced dairy products,
free from the constraints of Canada’s marketing
boards.

The justifications for this monopolistic pricing
revolve around safeguarding both farmers and
the public. The argument asserts that farmers
would struggle to survive without these boards,

and food security and safety would be comprom-
ised. However, this narrative doesn’t hold up
under scrutiny.

Even if Canada didn’t produce dairy, eggs, and
poultry domestically, we could import these
foods at global market prices, often lower than
our domestic rates. Are we to believe that food
from countries like Australia or the U.S. is inher-
ently unsafe?

In Canada, around 15,000 farmers bene-
fit from the protection of marketing boards.
With a population of 40 million, this means that
approximately 2,700 consumers bear the burden
of monopoly pricing for every protected farmer.

I have faith in the resilience of Canadian
farmers and believe that they can thrive in a
competitive market economy. New Zealand
serves as a prime example, transitioning from
a highly protected environment for its farmers
to an open market. Faced with competition,
their producers became more efficient and
productive, resulting in lower food prices for
New Zealanders and transforming the country
into a major food exporter.

If the government genuinely aims to address
the rising cost of food for all Canadians, it’s high
time that marketing boards are phased out.

Dr. Roslyn Kunin
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By Martin C. Barry

Council zoning decision paves the way for
development of Trudel Studios

Massive film-making facility in St-Frangois would be one of North America’s largest

Elected officials from both sides of the Laval
city council floor enthusiastically greeted coun-
cil's overwhelming decision last week to approve
a zoning change in the Saint-Francois district
that will allow the development of a sprawling
film production complex to be known as Trudel
Studios on a tract of land currently owned by
the city.

During the same council session, the council
members were presented with the report of a
commission that oversaw a month-long public
consultation on related issues which took place
from December last year until this past January,
while hearing views from 360 residents.

New zoning regulations

Council’s decision to approve rezoning for
the project, which was first proposed by its
developer two years ago, took into account new
zoning code norms which came into effect in
November 2022. They require that more green
space should be part of the film studio project
once it is completed.

“After consulting the population twice rather
than just once, we are giving the green light for

the creation of this important cinema produc-
tion complex in Laval,” Mayor Stéphane Boyer
said in a statement. “Should it be built, this
project will enable the creation of hundreds of
jobs, while also developing an altogether new
industry on Laval’s territory.

Most residents in favour

“It should be recalled that since the very first
time it was presented to the population, the
project was enhanced to include more green
space and to improve the integration of the
building into the sector,” he continued. “The
public consultations and the surveys done in the
past few months demonstrate that a majority
of the citizens support this project”

During the public consultation, 243 interven-
tions were officially registered, including 32
during public meetings and 211 which were
submitted in writing. Out of all the interven-
tions, 173 expressed approval for the project,
21 were neutral and 49 were against.

Some unsettled issues
The mayor said he remains fully aware that

some of the people responding during the
consultation were against the project. “If a
project of this size potentially involves major
benefits, I understand that it can also raise
preoccupations,” he said, noting that the city
plans to undertake more studies starting this
year to ensure the harmonious integration of
the project into its surroundings, some of which
are agricultural.

Before the project can proceed, it will need
to be certified as conforming to provincial and
Montreal Metropolitan Community (CMM)
urban planning regulations. As well, the
developer will have to submit detailed plans
before obtaining a construction permit.

Major production centre

When completed, Trudel Studios is expected
to be among the largest film production
complexes in North America, with seven inter-
ior studios, including one that measures 60,000
square feet, making it the largest of its kind on
the North American continent.

In the meantime, among those opposing the
project is a lobby of people who object to farm

land in east-end Laval being put to a use other
than for the cultivation of agricultural products.
Should the project continue as planned, the city
would sell the 2.2 million-square-foot lot for
more than $32 million to the promoter, Michel
Trudel, a former senior management official
at Mel’s Cité du Cinéma studios in Montreal.

Councillor Piché in favour

The local city councillor for Saint-Frangois,
Isabelle Piché who sits with the Action Laval
opposition party, issued a press release last week
saying she would support the project, while
taking into account that the majority of residents
from the area appear to be in favour, based on
a survey Action Laval conducted in the area.

“I cannot ignore the fact that the majority of
the citizens of my district are in favour of the
by-law project, although I nonetheless took
the time to raise several concerning issues that
came up in the letters and memoranda that the
commission received,” she said. “I find it very
important for these issues to be included in the
recommendations to the executive-committee,’
she added.
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Recognizing over 400 years African-Canadian history

Black Canadians have long strived to have
their accomplishments and contributions
recognized and to keep their often-untold
history alive. In 1995 the Parliament of
Canada officially recognized February as
Black History Month. The motion was
brought forward by the Honourable Jean
Augustine, MP of Etobicoke-Lakeshore
— and the first Canadian black woman
elected to parliament — but there were
antecedents for Black History Month
from the 1950s onward.

The first black people in Canada arrived
over 400 years ago. These first Africans
were brought to Canada — as they were
in the United States — as slaves. Though
slavery was abolished in Upper Canada
(now Ontario) in 1793, it was only in 1833
that the rest of Canada — and its fellow
British colonies — followed suit under
the British Imperial Act for the Abolition
of Slavery. As a result of Upper Canada’s
progressiveness, many black slaves in
America escaped to places like St. Cathar-
ine’s, Windsor and Toronto via the Under-
ground Railroad.

However, freedom for black people was
limited as many public places and insti-

tutions were deeply segregated. Black
Canadians were systematically denied
opportunities for growth, economic and
otherwise, due to race. One of the few
jobs black men were allowed to perform
was that of railway porter. Consequently,
this group of workers unified and played a
massive role in the pursuit of black rights
within Canada.

Despite its struggles, the African-Can-
adian community has made extraordinary
contributions to this country. Black Can-
adians have saved lives as doctors, upheld
the law as judges and lawyers, entertained
us as actors and musicians, competed and
won as athletes, and informed us as writ-
ers and journalists.

A brief but honest look at Black history in Canada

February is Black History Month and
an opportunity to honour the legacy of
Black people in this country. Unfortu-
nately, when most Canadians are taught
about Black history, Canada’s involve-
ment in the Underground Railroad takes
centre stage, while slavery and racial
segregation are framed as American
issues. In order to build a more equitable
future for all Canadians, it's important to
take an honest look at the past.

TWO CENTURIES OF SLAVERY

The first African slaves arrived in New
France in the early 1600s and, for the
next 200 years or so, the territory that
would become Canada participated in
the transatlantic slave trade. Black (and
Indigenous) people were bought, sold,
traded and inherited as property and
forced to work without compensation.

Since slaves didn't have basic rights in
New France or British North Amer-
ica, many were treated cruelly by their
owners, even tortured, sexually abused
and killed. Black people resisted enslave-
ment in various ways, sometimes fleeing
to places like Vermont where slavery
was banned in the late 18th century.

Although the practice had decreased
significantly by the 1820s, slavery wasn't
abolished in British North America until
1834, just 30 years before the United
States.

A LONG ROAD TO EQUALITY

For more than a century after slav-
ery was outlawed, ideas about racial
inferiority persisted and were used to
justify racial segregation across the
country. Laws, court decisions and social
norms denied Black Canadians equal ac-
cess to opportunities and services ran-
ging from employment and education to
housing and health care. Theatres, res-
taurants and other commercial estab-
lishments enforced segregated seating
policies well into the 20th century. The
last segregated school in Canada didn't
close until 1983.

This is just a glimpse of Black history
in Canada. In order to truly honour the
legacy of Black Canadians, make time to
learn more this February. You could vis-
it historical sites, museums and libraries
in your community or watch documen-
taries, listen to podcasts and read re-
search-based articles online.
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$325,000 donated by Pink in the City to MUHC'’s
Breast Clinic Wellness program

Vourtzoumis family fundraisers have brought in more than $1 million since 2006

8 ¢ The Laval News ¢ February 7, 2024

MARTIN C. BARRY
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter for The Laval News
marty@newsfirst.ca

In 2006 while driving to school with his
mother, an 11-year-old Lawrence Vourtzoumis
heard an advertisement on the radio requesting
volunteers to shave their heads as a demonstra-
tion of solidarity for those who had lost their
hair due to chemo treatments for breast cancer.

Lawrence was captivated by this idea and
asked his mother, Denise, if he could participate.
He wanted to shave his head to show support,
which was a pretty brave thing for a pre-teen to
do. Denise agreed and helped Lawrence raise
the required amount of money to be able to
participate.

Eighteen years and many fundraising gala
evenings later, Pink in the City (the organiz-
ation he and his mother helped found) has
raised more than $1 million for the MUHC
Foundation, which remits funds to the McGill
University Health Centre’s Breast Clinic
Wellness Program.

Members of Denise and Bobby Vourtzoumis’ family, including children and grandchildren, are seen here with an enlarged cheque for
$325,000, representing Pink in the City’s latest donation to the MUHC Foundation. (Photo: Martin C. Barry, Laval News)

$325,000 since last year

The latest annual contribution was an astound-
ing $325,000, presented to MUHC officials
during a rousing celebration, including a Pink
in the City plaque unveiling, at the hospital
in Montreal last week The event, held in the
MUHC’s towering interior atrium, was attended
by a good number of political and community
leaders from the Laval and Montreal regions.

They included Laval city councillor for 'Abord
a Plouffe Vasilios Karidogiannis, Montreal city
councillor for Parc Extension Mary Deros, Sir
Wilfrid Laurier School Board chairman Paolo
Galati, Senator Tony Loffreda, and a delegation
of students from SWLSB schools who helped
add tens of thousands of dollars to this year’s
sum with matching amounts from Avon.

Denise Vourtzoumis speaking on the

podium. More than $1 million raised

“The MUHC Foundation is so grateful for Pink

in the City;’ foundation officials wrote on Pink in
the City’s Facebook page. “Since their inception,
Pink in the City has donated over 1 million
dollars to the MUHC Foundation. Thank you,
Denise Vourtzoumis, for your leadership and
dedication to making a difference in the lives
of women and helping them thrive after cancer.
We look forward to what you have stored for
2024"

“Grateful to stand with Pink in the City today
as we celebrate their incredible journey in the
fight against breast cancer,” Senator Loffreda
wrote on Pink in the City’s Facebook page last
week. “Witnessing the impact of their work,
from fundraising milestones to shaping young
hearts, is truly inspiring.

“Congratulations to the entire Pink in the
City family, and a heartfelt thank you to Denise
Vourtzoumis for her unwavering passion,’
added Loffreda. “Let’s continue to paint the city

pink and support one another in this important
cause”

Humble beginnings

Pink in the City started as a single event in
2006. This heightened an already existing
awareness about breast cancer in the commun-
ity and the need to support those who had
been touched by this insidious disease. It also
embedded the idea that every selfless gesture
of support makes a difference.

“From this first experience it was clear that
there was much more to do and my family and
I have been blessed to be able to create new
opportunities to support this important cause
over the years,” Denise writes on one of Pink
in the City’s web pages.

» Continued on page 9
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The Vourtzoumis clan is seen here with the plaque unveiled in a hallway at the MUHC last week in recognition of Pink in the City’s more
than $1 million in funds raised for the breast cancer clinic at the hospital over the past 18 years. (Photo: Martin C. Barry, Laval News)

<« Continued from page 8

Having been raised with a strong belief in
volunteerism and giving back to the community,
she said it was important to rally like-minded
people to the cause — people who cared and

wanted to make a difference. Over time, volun-
teers, sponsors, partners and medical advisors
allowed Pink in the City to attain and exceed
its goals.

Student leadership

But at the same time, community partners

have played a key role by supporting and
attending Pink in the City’s various functions
and events. Partnerships have extended to

“Grateful to stand with Pink in the City
today as we celebrate their incredible
journey in the fight against breast can-
cer,” said Senator Tony Loffreda.

leadership programs at Laval-area high schools
through the Model the Way program.

“Model the Way assures that the commit-
ment to our cause will be carried forward by
young people in the future,” added Denise.
Last week, a Laval Senior Academy delegation,
including students Alejandro Gutierrez and
Zoe Scappaticcio, attended Pink in the City’s
cheque presentation ceremony, accompanied
by SWLSB chair Paolo Galati.

Almost from the beginning, Pink in the City
has worked closely in partnership with the
breast clinic at the MUHC. Under the guid-
ance and leadership of Dr. Sarkis Meterissian,
the clinic has helped define goals by providing
updated information about breast cancer, the
needs of patients and of the medical practition-
ers who provide care.

From the left, Laval Senior Academy students Alejandro Gutierrez and Zoe Scappaticcio
who helped raise funds last year for the MUHC through Pink in the City, along with
SWLSB chairman Paolo Galati. (Photo: Martin C. Barry, Laval News)
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There was fun for the whole family at city’s 2024
‘Laval en Blanc’

Moms, dads and kids partied at Centre de
la Nature as well as smaller parks

MARTIN C. BARRY
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter for The Laval News
marty@newsfirst.ca

Thousands of moms, dads and children turned
up at the Centre de la Nature in Duvernay as
well as smaller parks all over Laval on the
weekend of Jan. 26-27-28 for Laval en Blanc, a
rejuvenating celebration of winter that serves
as an annual counterpoint to the city’s popular
Féte de la Famille during the summer months.

For some, the idea of having fun outdoors
during the winter, in temperatures hovering
around zero degrees Celsius, is a novel concept
and a discovery in itself — although it’s the very
reason Laval en Blanc is organized each year

by the city.

Fun for everyone

There was snow sledding, ice skating, zip line
rides, fireworks obstacle course racing, snow
sculpting, even some musical performances to
be enjoyed by kids and their families in warmth
inside a pavilion. However, the activities weren’t
limited just to the Centre de la Nature.

Parks all over the City of Laval hosted a range
of other Laval en Blanc activities. They included
the Berge aux Quatre-Vents in Laval-Ouest, the
Berge des Baigneurs in Sainte-Rose, the Bois
Armand-Frappier in Chomedey, the Bois de
I'Equerre in Sainte-Rose and Parc de Lausanne

in Vimont/Auteuil. While some people end up “climbing the walls” while confined inside this time of year,

here was a real opportunity to get it out of your system at the Centre de la Nature dur-
ing Laval en Blanc 2024.

Photos: Martin C. Barry, Laval News

The hills at the Centre de la Nature were alive with snow sledders during this year’s At the Centre de la Nature, live entertainment for families included this percussion
three-day Laval en Blanc celebration of winter fun. show on the weekend of Jan. 26-27-28.

Laval’s Centre de la Nature in Duvernay was one of dozens of venues where moms, dads
and kids could gather on Jan. 26-27 and 28 for Laval en Blanc, the city’s annual three- What would winter be like in Quebec without some maple taffy like this at Laval en
day celebration of winter designed to add a little spice during the cold time of the year. Black 2024.
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Around 30 people suffer
pepper spray effects at
Saint-Martin McDonald's

As many as 30 people who were enjoying an
early evening meal on Jan. 28 at a McDonald’s
restaurant on Saint-Martin Blvd. near Le
Corbusier Blvd. in downtown Laval suffered
burning eyes as well as respiratory irritations
after four individuals released pepper spray,
while apparently targeting a specific 18-year-
old male.

According to a report of the incident by the
French-language T VA network, some of those
who suffered effects had to be transported to

hospital. It was also reported that a general
panic broke out inside the restaurant for a few
minutes after the suspects released the pepper
spray.

“I was blinded. I couldn’t breathe,” one of the
victims told the network, adding that the spray
spread rapidly. “I was trying to get back to the
table where I was seated in order to get my
children. People were screaming and most of
the people rushed towards a door which was
blocked. It was chaos”

The restaurant was crowded at the time as
a children’s birthday party was underway.
Another victim reported that she had no choice
but to seek refuge in the washroom with her
daughter to escape the fumes. She said that
at one point, not knowing what the panic was
about, she thought that maybe a gunman was
on the loose.

She said that she and others used snow on the
ground outside the restaurant to soothe their
eyes. According to the report, the Laval Police
have launched in investigation into the incident.

The Quebec Ministry of
Justice warns the public
against phishing attempts
by text message

The Ministere de la Justice du Québec
wishes to warn the public against fraudulent
text messages containing a clickable hyper-
link about a speeding offence on the road.

These text messages are a phishing
attempt. The Department never communi-
cates with clients via text message. It asks
citizens who receive such a message not to
open any attachments, not to click on any
hyperlinks, not to transmit any personal

information and to delete the message.

Citizens who are victims of a phishing
attempt can contact:

« their local police service;

+ the Streté du Québec (310-4141);

+ the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre

(1-888-495-8501).

The public may also notify the Department

of Justice (1-866-536-5140, option 3).

Laval man arrested after
rental car stopped for
speeding in Cornwall

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) say they
arrested two people, including a man from Laval,
following what they describe as a “routine traffic
stop” near Cornwall in eastern Ontario.

Members of the OPP Highway Safety Division
stopped the driver of a rental car for speeding on
Jan. 30 in the eastbound lanes of the 401 in South
Glengarry Township shortly after 3:00 pm.

With the help of the Stormont, Dundas and
Glengarry OPP, officers located unsealed
cannabis, over 40 cell phones and more than
40 pre-paid credit cards that had a variety of
names on them.

Among those arrested and charged was
23-year-old Mehdi Aloui of Laval. He has been
charged with:

+ Three counts of failing to comply with a

probation order;

« Three counts of failing to comply with a

release order;

+ And breach of recognizance.

Also arrested was 23-year-old Rousseley
Castan of Montreal. He was charged with:

+ Speeding;

- Driving a vehicle with cannabis readily

available;

- Having a dirty and illegible license plate;

« Two counts of failing to comply with a

probation order.

The two were released from police custody
and are scheduled to appear in court on March
6. Two other individuals detained during the
operation were released while an investigation
continues.

Laval among 11 cities
where raids conducted by
SPVM for illicit cannabis

Although marijuana use and its controlled sale
has been legal in Quebec and the rest of Canada
for more than five years, the police continue to
conduct raids on unlicensed producers who
distribute and sell the psychoactive substance
through clandestine channels.

Laval was one of nearly a dozen cities in the
Montreal region as well as north of the city
where raids were conducted on Jan. 31 in what
was described by the SPVM as the “dismantle-
ment of a network of illegal production and
distribution of cannabis on a large scale”

Besides Laval, where the Laval Police Dept.
provided assistance, search and seizure warrants
were also executed at residences as well as
commercial and industrial buildings located in
Montreal, Blainville, Saint-Lin-des-Laurentides,
Mirabel and Sainte-Anne-de-la-Pérade.

According to the police, more than a ton of
cannabis was seized during the wide-area oper-

ation. This included 4,930 cannabis plants with
an estimated value of $6 million. Results of a
preliminary investigation have led the police
to conclude that a significant amount of the
substance seized was meant for export to the
United States.

In a press release issued after the raids, the
police maintained that some members of the
network were using certificates issued by Health
Canada for legitimate medicinal cannabis
production in order to give the illegal operation
an air of legitimacy.

The SPVM were also assisted by the Sareté
du Québec, the Ontario Provincial Police and
enforcement officials from Health Canada.
Three suspects, aged 30, 36 and 41, were
detained, although charges and formal arrests
were pending subject to further investigation
by Quebec’s Director of Criminal and Penal
Prosecutions.

Fire

Burglar

A
COMPANY
YOU CAN
TRUST

ALARM SYSTEM INSTALLATION

+ 12 MONTHS MONITORING!

Cameras
Intercoms

MONITORING

(514) 289-8585

25 years at your service!
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Centre de pédiatrie sociale to open new ‘Espaces Bienveillance’in

Chomedey, Pont-Viau

Quebec, Laval, others on board
with financial commitments
towards children’s health

MARTIN C. BARRY
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter for The Laval News
marty@newsfirst.ca

The Centre de pédiatrie sociale Laval is undertaking a major
expansion of the children’s healthcare services it has offered to
needy families in Laval for years.

After two years of careful planning, officials with the centre
plan to open new “Espaces Bienveillance” points of service in
Chomedey and Pont-Viau, with help from the provincial govern-
ment, the City of Laval, several non-profit and corporate donors
and the Mouvement Desjardins.

Promoting children’s needs

The Centre de pédiatrie sociale Laval is a non-profit organization
that provides activities and care to children in the community.
The centre contributes to the overall development of children

Centre de pédiatrie sociale Laval executive-director Cadleen Désir (centre) is seen here with centre board members,
project partners, Mayor Stéphane Boyer, Sainte-Rose MNA Christopher Skeete and Chomedey city councillor Aglaia
Revelakis during the launch for “Espaces Bienveillance” earlier this week. (Photo: Martin C. Barry, Laval News)
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and adolescents with developmental, social or health problems
in disadvantaged areas.

The centre also promotes the interests and rights of children and
their families. Its mandate is to offer, within a living environment
integrated into the community, interdisciplinary health services
to a vulnerable clientele that finds itself sometimes excluded from
the current service network.

Officials at the centre have decided to strategically refocus servi-
ces within Chomedey and Pont-Viau, both of which are areas
where a need for social services for at-risk children has been
growing in recent years. The plan calls for new points of service
to be opened in both districts. The centre de pédiatrie currently
has offices at Ecole primaire St-Paul in Chomedey, although they
have outgrown the space.

Chomedey locale opens in August

Beginning last December, the Centre de pédiatrie’s board and
management began exploring options for relocation. This month,
they are analyzing their findings and will be choosing a location
for the Chomedey point of service. In May, they’ll be conducting
whatever renovations will be necessary, and in August they’ll be
moving in.

At the end of this year, they’ll be planning similar actions for the
new Pont-Viau point of service, and hope to move in by May 2025.
With that said, the Centre de pédiatrie sociale de Laval hopes to
be able to increase its case charge so that 600 active dossiers can
be dealt with at any given time eventually.

It was perhaps a measure of the growing importance of the Centre
de pédiatrie sociale Laval that a good number of elected officials
from the Legault government, the City of Laval, Mouvement
Desjardins, the Fondation Dr Julien and the Fondation Choquette-
Legault accepted an invitation to attend the official launch for
the expansion program last Monday morning at Laval city hall.

Quebec, Laval on board

The provincial Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing is
supporting the expansion with $390,000 in funding, while the City
of Laval’s Municipal Office for Housing is providing the centre
with $47,314 and city-owned locales rent-free.

The Fonds du Grand Mouvement Desjardins (the Quebec-based
financial services and credit union cooperative has a long history
of social commitment) is providing $211,000. The Fondation Dr
Julien has pledged $31,250, while the Fondation Choquette-Legault
is promising $100,000. Laval-based SMT Hautes Technologies,
which deals in circuit electronics manufacturing and assembly,
is in for $100,000.

A ‘major pillar, says Boyer

“The Centre de pédiatrie sociale Laval is a major pillar in the
creation of an environment conducive to the development of
thousands of children, especially those finding themselves in
precarious circumstances and at risk of falling between the cracks,’
said Mayor Stéphane Boyer.

“It gives me great pleasure to be able to reaffirm the support of
our government towards the Centre de pédiatrie sociale Laval,
said Sainte-Rose CAQ MNA Christopher Skeete, who is the
Minister Responsible for the Laval Region in the Legault cabinet.
“They are a key player for families in Laval and I feel certain that
the realization of the Espaces Bienveillance project will produce
positive results for many children,” he said.
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COMMERCIAL BREAK

My problem is my father-in-law.

When we go over to visit him and

my mother-in-law, | dread it. | feel

he doesn't respect me. | know we

have totally different value systems, and I know

he comes from a different generation, but it
doesn't help.

His typical response is to chuckle and dismiss
me when | voice an opinion. He has the attention
span of aflea. This is nothing physical; we know
that. Conversations about anything always come
around to the same thing. He ends up giving a
lecture about how to be better in business or how
to be more successful. He is a broken record.

I am more of a people person and evaluate
people on how kind and nice they are. My idea
of a successful person is not based on money,
importance, or power. My father-in-law looks
more to the surface and how much money a
person makes. If someone is successful or
important, he hangs on their every word.

What I do is spend more time with my mother-
in-law. My other strategy is, if he asks me a
question, to answer with a yes or no since he
tends to dismiss me when | talk. Last week | was

Jjust fuming after a visit.

This is frustrating. I don't have this reaction
from anyone else | know except maybe my broth-
er-in-law. Surprise, Surprise! Thank goodness
my husband is like his mother.

A

tone. There is no point in fuming over a television
commercial. You're not buying, so don't fume.
Besides, commercials are there so you can go
to the bathroom or make a sandwich without
missing anything.

Listening to your father-in-law is like listening
to a small child discuss his invisible friend. It's
all very real to him, even though it is not real to
you. With some people you are never going to
break through and have a genuine conversation.
You've found two good strategies: spending time
with your mother-in-law and limiting answers to
yes and no. There is another strategy to consider.

Imagine you work next to a woman who says
"God bless you" each time you sneeze. If you grew
up with this practice and enjoy it, you say "Thank
you." This encourages her and she continues.
But perhaps you think this practice is a medi-
eval superstition that has no place in the modern
world. In that case, if you meet her expression
with silence, you will find she soon stops.

A variation on this principle is called ""shaping
behavior by its absence." In other words, you
respond favorably to everything which is not
the undesirable behavior. If your father-in-law
remarks on the beautiful day or how nice it is to
see you, respond in kind. If he starts playing his
broken record, greet it with silence and make this
your unvarying rule.

As a people person, you may find this difficult
and perhaps offensive. It smacks of dog training.
Butit s likely to be the best thing you can do to set
a positive tone with your father-in-law so that one

Gretchen

Gretchen, there is no point in
talking back to the television or
expressing your opinion to a dial

Trisha, in Virgil's epic poem about

DRE AMS the founding of Rome, Aeneas enters

1 dated someone off and on for

almost ten years with no hope

for growth and love. Recently |

turned a new leaf of life to find

someone special, yet | wonder if I did the right
thing.

day you can share genuine, two-way conversation.

Wayne & Tamara

A a cave leading to the underworld,

the place where the dead have gone.

Just inside the cave is an enormous elm on whose
branches hang the unfulfilled dreams of men.

You spent ten years with a man who could not

fulfill your dreams. Don't look back now that you

have taken the first steps.

Trisha Wayne & Tamara

'WAYNE & TAMARA MITCHELL are the authors of YOUR OTHER HALF (Www.yourotherhalf.com)
Send letters to: Direct Answers, PO 964 Springfield, MO 65801-0964

or email: GetInTouch@WayneAndTamara.com
WAYNEANDTAMARA.COM
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Before selling
elsewhere,
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Same address since 1989

1799, boul. Curé-Labelle,
Chomedey (North of St-Martin)

CURE-LABELLE

SAINT-MARTIN

« Prices well below what you've
been paying elsewhere.
Save money!

Mepin-TReK

Our 20" year serving
more than 315
newspapers and
magazines each week.

« Same day service on most ads
if submitted in the morning.

 No charge for changes and
corrections before approval.

You're in good hands.

Meeting deadlines and
exceeding expectations
is our business!

« No charge for stock photos.

« Professional design service.

mediatrek.ca

(450) 978-0070 | info@mediatrek.ca
304-3860 boul. Notre-Dame, Laval, QC H7V 151
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Government of Canada takes Triple Crown for

most absurd regulations

CFIB’s 2024 Paper Weight Awards for the worst examples of red tape go to the CBSA,
Health Canada, and Finance Canada

The Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA)
wins the Canadian Federation of Independent
Business (CFIB)’s 2024 Paper Weight Award
for its burdensome and unfair decision that’s
resulted in new, hefty import duty fees for a
small costume business.

The Costume Shoppe in Calgary is facing
potential closure and at least $100,000 in import
duty fees because the CBSA changed the clas-
sification on his imported themed costumes
from “festive wear” to “fancy dress”

“Two word changes have created a regulatory

b ‘d‘} r
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and costly nightmare for this small business,’
said CFIB director Julie Kwiecinski. “The change
essentially means that a Santa suit or a scary
ghost mask are considered the same as regular
clothing people wear every day. I think it’s pretty
clear to everyone but the CBSA that themed

Dancing * Vocal _Tral n1 'ng“:Actl ng . asterclasses

Theatrical Make-up & Costumes ‘Fully Stg,ged Shows *Studio Recording

LAVAL

1st - 19th of July 2024

excluding weekends

Ecole Démosthéne: 1565 boul. St-Martin O.
In collaboration with the Hellenic Community of Greater Montreal

SPACES ARE LIMITED!

Info & Registration: chromapanarmonia.com/voicecamp

10:00am to 4:00pm (supervision from 8.30am to 5 pm available) | Ages: 7 to 16 years old

Info: 514-616-6919 dimil@videotron.ca | Directors: Maria Diamantis BMus , Dimitris llias BFA, DAMPS

costumes are not intended for continuous wear,
day in and day out”

The shop’s owner, who has over 2,500 costumes
in stock, must refile previous inventory, even
if those goods are no longer being imported,
and he can’t appeal the CBSA’s decision unless
he pays first.

“Sadly, it’s all trick and no treat for The
Costume Shoppe. The livelihood of this and
other small businesses is at risk, yet there’s
precedence for big businesses being exempted
from these duties. Doesn’t the CBSA have bigger
fish to fry than enforcing a silly, unreasonable
rule?” Kwiecinski added.

The two other Paper Weight Award finalists
this year include Health Canada and Finance
Canada.

Health Canada takes second place in the red
tape race for its plans to introduce a new cost
recovery process for the natural health products
(NHP) industry with paperwork challenges and
excessive fees to get a product into the Canadian
market. In addition, NHP businesses will soon
have to navigate a standardized Product Facts
Table and various other new, technical labelling
requirements (e.g., a minimum type size, font
types, and contrast), on top of existing labelling
rules.

Finance Canada takes third spot for making
payroll services subject to the Proceeds of Crime
(Money Laundering) and Terrorist Financing
Act (PCMLTFA). This change means more
paperwork for small businesses using payroll
services and duplicates existing anti-money
laundering controls used by banks. This regu-
latory burden, especially the requirement for
some physical documentation, is discouraging
small businesses from adopting digital payroll
solutions.

“If the CBSA, Health Canada and Finance
Canada had first considered how their new rules
would impact small businesses, we wouldn’t
be in this regulatory mess. We're asking these
government organizations to do the right thing
and fix the fallout by applying our clear and
simple solutions,” Kwiecinski concluded.

The Government of Canada joins previous
Paper Weight Award “honourees” including:
Service Canada’s passport mess (2023); the City
of Toronto’s business licence process (2020);
the federal government’s web of confusion and
near impossible to understand language on its
websites (2019); and Smithers’ infamous “side-
walk to nowhere” in British Columbia (2018).

The Costume Shoppe owner Ryan
Schoel faces frustrating CBSA paper-
work. (Photo: CNW Group/Canadian
Federation of Independent Business)



HOROSCOPE

Week of FEBRUARY 11 TO 17, 2024

The luckiest signs this week:
TAURUS, GEMINI AND CANCER
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ARIES

Major changes are on the horizon in various areas of your life!
You'll feel justifiably proud of your achievements and will make
the necessary efforts to ensure your business runs smoothly.

TAURUS

It's time to rejuvenate yourself; bask in the present moment
and relax. Someone close to you will require your help. If
you're an artist, you'll find inspiration this week. Inner
guidance is within your reach.

GEMINI

You'll manage a large-scale project. This will bring together
various people around you. Despite the challenges of getting
donations from those involved, you'll be incredibly efficient
and receive praise for your success after some effort.

CANCER

Big responsibilities await you, both at work and at home.
Your dedication will be noticed and could be rewarded with
a promotion and a pay raise. There’s plenty to celebrate!

LEO

The idea of embarking on a spiritual journey will take root in
your mind. It will require several months of careful
preparation to blossom and become a source of inspiration,
ultimately allowing you to find profound meaning in your
existence.

VIRGO

Emotions are powerful around you. You may need to rethink
your relationship to flourish. At the very least, you'll no
longer accept compromises. You'll need to reflect deeply
about your relationship.

LIBRA

Although there may be some tension, your strong teamwork
skills will help you make great progress. If you're in a new
relationship, you'll have to overcome concerns that
challenge your commitment and define a better future
between you.

SCORPIO

At work, you'll see the benefits of your work, even if it means
feeling exhausted. As your customer base grows, you'll need
to double down your efforts to solidify your financial future.

SAGITTARIUS

Your self-esteem needs a boost. You passionately devote
yourself to others. However, it's important to direct some of
that attention toward yourself. This is especially true if some
people tend to take your kindness for granted and don't
recognize your sacrifices.

CAPRICORN

You'll devote a substantial amount of your time to family this
week. You may think about moving in the short term. At the
very least, a significant change in your personal or
professional environment will be beneficial.

AQUARIUS

You'll expand your social circle, thanks in large part to your
increased presence on social media. Your talents and
professional activities will become better known, improving
your financial situation.

PISCES

You'll be given the green light to finance a project. Act now!
This will be a good week to pay off some of your debt,
making your financial situation more flexible. Think of it as a
kind of fresh start.
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Doctor Dan Munteanu

PROMOTION ON DENTAL FULL-ARCH IMPLANT-BORNE SOLUTIONS

Upper or lower maxillary
Fixed in Zirconia (Pro-Arch)

Exceptional price: $8464 and $389/month for 24
months for a total of $17800. Regular price $28000.

Upper or lower maxillary
Snap-on removable (Novaloc)

Exceptional price: $7800 and $250/month for 12
months for a total of $10,800. Regular price $15000.

*Included: Minimally invasive guided procedure, temporary restoration, Straumann implants, lab fees, final restoration in zirconia
or porcelain on metal for fixed and milled acrylic for Snap-on. Not included: Extractions, Bone or gum grafts if necessary.

Dr. Dan Munteanu
DMD, General Dentist
More info at www.blancdentaire.ca

Conditional to financing and case approval. Exceptional price ends May 5, 2024
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Visit mobifone.ca
to see all current offers
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fl d O /\ Place Forest
ln | 10539, Pie-1X Blvd.
514 325-7100

Decarie Square

6900 Decarie, Unit KOO1
R P R N s

Z E I I 436, Jean-Talon St West
du Parc Metro

Zero concerns 514 272-2355

680, Jarry St East
Jarry Metro
514 490-0099

MONTREAL

Complexe Desjardins

175, René-Lévesque Blvd. West
Place-des-Arts Metro

514 669-1880

Place du Quartier
(Chinatown)

1111, St-Urbain St
Place-des-Arts Metro
514 667-0077

Place Alexis Nihon
1500, Atwater Av.
Atwater Metro
514 939-5552

4190, St-Laurent Blvd.
Mont-Royal Metro
514 439-9934

Place Viau
7600, Viau Blvd.
514 887-7784

SOUTH SHORE
Valleyfield Centre

50 Dufferin, Unit 1200
Valleyfield

450 373-2335
Chateauguay Regional Centre
200 d’Anjou Blvd.,
Chateauguay

450 692-7769

NORTH SHORE
Galeries Terrebonne
1185, Moody Blvd.
Terrebonne

450 471-8972
LANAUDIERE

Galeries Joliette
1075 Firestone Blvd.

SAMSUNG Galaxy S23 FE

With 450 499-3014

FIDO PAYMENT1
Les Galeries de Hull
1 320, St-Joseph Blvd.
PROGRAM
819 205-1390

on approved credit and 0% interest,
on select phones and plans Fone

eavsve fldO A

FOR A LIMITED TIME

A Setup Service Fee of $60 applies to set up your device and related services. Taxes extra. 1. 0% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) on approved credit with a Fido Payment Program Agreement (FPPA) and an eligible Fido mobile plan.
A larger down payment may be required based on our evaluation of your credit. FPPA based on full price less any down payment plus taxes (excluding promo credits, if applicable, which are applied monthly on your bill for as long
as your FPPA and an eligible mobile plan are in place). Any down payment plus taxes is due in full upon purchase. If your FPPA is terminated or your mobile plan is cancelled, the outstanding Fido Payment Program balance becomes
due, subject to any applicable adjustments to reduce your balance, and the promo credit (if applicable) will end. TMFido and related names & logos are trademarks used under licence. © 2024 Fido




